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Families of Flight 93 Announces  
Fundraising Campaign, Leadership and First Major Gift 

 
Pittsburgh (June 23, 2005) – The Families of Flight 93 launched its fundraising efforts 
to support the Flight 93 National Memorial Project today in Pittsburgh with the 
announcement of initial national leadership to guide fundraising efforts along with the 
first major campaign financial commitment of $1 million.   
 
Retired Gen. Tommy Franks, board member of the National Park Foundation, was 
introduced to an audience of key area business and foundation leaders as the first 
Honorary National Chair of the Flight 93 National Memorial fundraising campaign at a 
luncheon at the Duquesne Club.  In addition, Daniel J. Sullivan, president and chief 
executive officer of FedEx Ground and member of the Flight 93 Federal Advisory 
Commission, was introduced as chairman of the Launch Phase committee.  Mr. Sullivan 
announced the campaign’s first major financial commitment of $1 million from FedEx.  
FedEx Ground had previously contributed $20,000 in commemoration of the company’s 
20th anniversary. 
 
The Families of Flight 93 will work with the National Park Foundation to manage all 
donations and gifts presented throughout the campaign. 
 
“As a representative of the National Park Foundation, I am thrilled to be talking to 
business and foundation leaders about this project,” said, Tommy Franks, Flight 93 
National Memorial Honorary Chairman. “I look forward to the opportunity to speak with 
more people about this project across the country as we memorialize the heroic 
passengers and crew of Flight 93.” 
 
“Personally and professionally, I am proud to make the first investment that is part of the 
formal fundraising campaign for this national memorial,” said Daniel J. Sullivan, 
president and chief executive officer of FedEx Ground. “We at FedEx feel strongly about 
supporting the memorial to ensure that the heroic spirit exemplified by the passengers 
and crew of Flight 93 is celebrated for generations to come.”  

 
 

- more - 



In addition to the launch of the fundraising campaign, this Fourth of July weekend marks 
the beginning of the public viewing phase of the Flight 93 National Memorial project 
design competition exhibition. The five final designs will be on display at Georgian 
Place, Somerset County, PA through September.  
  
“Today’s briefing and announcement marks the continuation of a series of carefully 
planned steps towards a permanent memorial honoring our loved ones,” said Hamilton 
Peterson, chairman of the Families of Flight 93 board. “We are also thankful to the Heinz 
Endowments and the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, each of whom invested 
$500,000 in the international design competition.”  
 
Since his retirement from the military in 2003, General Franks has traveled the world 
speaking on leadership and character. In addition to his various speaking engagements, 
the General serves on the Board of Directors of the National Park Foundation and the 
Intrepid Fallen Heroes and is a spokesman for the Salute America's Heroes Foundation 
and the Southeastern Guide Dogs Organization.  
 
Mr. Sullivan is responsible for the direction, growth and leadership of FedEx 
Ground. With more than 30-years experience in the transportation industry, he founded 
Pittsburgh-based FedEx Ground, formerly RPS, in 1985.  A graduate of Amherst College, 
Sullivan is a member of the board of directors of the Allegheny Conference on 
Community Development, Computer Task Group, G.D.S. Express, and the Pennsylvania 
Council of Boy Scouts.   
 
About the Flight 93 National Memorial 
 
On September 24, 2002 Congress passed the Flight 93 National Memorial Act.  The Act 
created a new national park unit to “commemorate the passengers and crew of Flight 93 
who, on September 11, 2001, courageously gave their lives thereby thwarting a planned 
attack on our Nation’s Capital.”  The memorial will reside on the site in Shanksville, PA 
where Flight 93 crashed on September 11, 2001.  
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